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MR. DOWDALL.   APRIL 10, 1693.

the ill Remarkable place in this County y* I vifitted was
Stratford fuper avon, where I faw the Effigies of our Englilh
tragedian, mr Shakfpeare, parte of his Epitaph I fent mr
Lowther, and Defired he \vw Impart it to you, wch I finde by
his Laft Letter he has Done: but here 1 fend you the whole
Infcription.

Juft undr his Effigies in the wall of the chancell is this
written.

[Here follows the Inscription, as in vol. i. p. 267.]
Neare the wall where his monument is Ere&ed Lyeth a plaine
free ftone, underneath wcl1 his bodie is Buried with this Epitaph,
made by himfelfe a little before his Death.

[Here follows the Inscription, as in vol. i. p. 266.]
the clarke that fhew'd me this Church Is above 80 y* old;
he fays that this Shakefpear was formerly in this towne bound
apprenti[c]e to a butcher $ but that he Run from his matter to
London, and there was Receded Into the playhouie as a ferviture,
and by this meanes had an oppertunity to be wAat he afterwards
prov'd. he was the beft of his family, but the male Line is
extinguiftied: not one for feare of the Curfe abovefd Dare
touch his Grave Stone, tho his wife and Daughters Did Earneftly
Deiire to be Layd in the fame Grave wth him.

" Letter" from Mr. Dtrwdallto Mr. Echo. Southwell, endorsed
" Description of Severatt places in Warwickshire" HalliwelCs
Life of Shakespere, 1848,^. 87. Facsimile of the MS. in
HalliweWs Works of Shakespeare, 1853 [fol.\ Vol. I. p. 78

[The original MS. of Dowdall's " Letter " was in Mr. Halliwell-Phillipps'
possession. It was first printed in 1838 by Mr. T. Rodd under the title of
"Traditionary Anecdotes of Shakespeare collected in Warwickshire in the
year 1693 ;" this print, however, contains several inaccuracies. L. T. S.]